Heart Urchins of the CSD Monitoring Programs

Lovenia cordiformis
(shallow/sandy):
(long spines can y4 length of test)
- Nacospatangus laevis
(rare; found in shallow, relict red sand stations only)
(notice the complete lack of an anterior ambulacral notch)

growth series; comes in shades of green as well as punple;/no’peripetalous fasciole present

deeper stations, 60m +

Note of caution - juvenile Spatangus californicus can be confusing as they are often
more heart-shaped than the adults and can have long spines. However, there should be
a complete lack of any type of peripetalous fasciole and they will be found in deeper
water than Lovenia with which it could possibly be confused.

- M. Lilly 9-06



