
Americhelidium sp SD4 Pasko 2005 Prepared April 16, 2023, D Pasko 

SYNONOMY: Americhelidium rectipalmum, in part SCB Agency Taxonomists 
Americhelidium cf gurjanovae of Pasko 2004 
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DIAGNOSTIC CHARACTERS (See Figures following page) 
• Mandibular palp, article 3 short (<1/2 of article 2) 
• Pleonites 1–3 with paired dorsal setae extremely small, often missed 
• Epimeron 2 rounded to quadrate (unproduced) 
• Gnathopod 1 sub-transverse, carpal lobe extends well beyond palmar margin to or slightly 

beyond dactylar hinge; palm defined by spine 
• Gnathopod 2 propodus robust, nearly bare, with two to three short, widely spaced setae along 

ventral margin, a short seta at dactyl-propodus intersection, and one or two setae mid-dorsal 
on dactyl 

• Coxa 5 ventral margin asetose to weakly setose  
• Pereopod 7 basis produced posteriorly, with distal lobe; posterior marginal setae short, widely 

spaced 
 
Similarities: 
• Differs from Americhelidium rectipalmum in the short article 3 of the mandibular palp (nearly 

subequal to article 2 in A. rectipalmum); the posteriorly produced and much less setose basis 
of pereopod 7; the weakly setose ventral margin of coxa 5; the very inconspicuous dorsal setae 
of the pleonites;.  

• Differs from Americhelidium shoemakeri in the more transverse gnathopod 1 palm and much 
less setose propodus of gnathopod 2 and the short article 3 of the mandibular palp (nearly 
subequal to article 2 in A. shoemakeri).  

• Differs from Americhelidium micropleon in having a normally long uropod 3.  
• Differs from Americhelidium sp SD1 in the more transverse gnathopod 1 palm and absence of 

a group of long setae at dactyl-propodus intersection of gnathopod 2.  
 
Notes:  Americhelidium sp SD4 is very similar to Americhelidium gurjanovae (Kudrjaschov & 
Tzvetkova, 1975) as illustrated in Bousfield and Chevrier (1996) from the Sea of Japan. In 
comparing the Figure 33 from Bousfield and Chevrier (see page 3), the most telling similarities are 
gnathopods 1 and 2, the shape and setation of pereopod 7, and the mandibular palp configuration. 
Americhelidium sp SD4 differs from A. gurjanovae in having a more bluntly produced coxa 4 and 
much less setose coxa 5, along with minor differences in gnathopod setation. 
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FIG. 33. Americhelidium gurjanovae (Kudrjaschov & Tzvetkova). South Sakhalin I. 
Female (4.0 mm); male (3.0 mm) (after Kudrjasehov & Tzvetkova, 1975). 

Americhelidium pectinaturn, new species 
(Fig. 35) 

Material examined. About 500 specimens in 12 station 
lots, mostly fromone locality on the outer coast of Washington 
BRITISH COLUMBIA: 
North-central mainland coast. ELB Stn. H59 (off Bolivar I.) 
fine white and, 15 m. - 1 female ?). 
Southern Vancouver Island. ELB Stn. P703 (McKenzie 
Beach), July 7, 1970 - 1 female. 
ELB Stn P21b (McKenzie Beach), fine sand, 44-50 m., Aug. 
9, 1975 - 1 immature specimen. 

WASHINGTON: 
ELB Stns., July, 1966: W8, W18, W20, W22, W24, W34, 
W40, W46 - -460 specimens, including males, females, 

immatures: Type material from W18 (Cape Shoalwater) 
includes: female ov. (4.0 mm) Holotype, CMN Cat. no. 
NMCC 1990-0503; W46 Leadbetter Pt. - male (3.0 mm) 
Allotype, CMN cat. no. NMCC1990-0508. 

Diagnosis. Female ov. (4.0mm). Head, rostrummedium 
large, deflexed. Fused eyes large, fully on rostrum. Antenna 
relatively long, flagella 7-8 segmented. 

Mandible, molar with 2 unequal apical spines; spine row 
with4regular blades, right laciniabroadly bifid; palp segment 
3 short, with long inner margin and apical setae. Maxilla 1, 
outer plate, apical spines slender, distally strongly pectinate, 
some spines exceeding palp. Maxilla 2, plates apically 
weakly setose. Maxilliped, inner plate with 2 apical setae; 
outer plate very short, extending little beyond palp segment 
1; palp segment 2 short, stout. 

Americhelidium gurjanovae. From Bousfield and Chevrier (1996; Figure 33) 
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Americhelidium rectipalmum,  
OCSD Stn 77, 65m, January 2021  
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