
1a. Animal greater than 13 mm (½")  -------------------------------- 2
1b. Animal less than 13 mm (½")

2a. (1a) Shafts of dorsal notochaetae with asperities or tubercles.  -------------------------------- 3
2b. Shafts of dorsal notochaetae smooth.  -------------------------------- 6

3a. (2a) Neurochaetae without spurs, may be ornamented near ends with 
hairs or hooks or ornamentation lacking.  -------------------------------- 4

3b. Neurochaetae (at least inferior series) with spurs near distal end.

4a. (3a) Superior neurochaetae with pilose tips.  -------------------------------- 5
4b. Superior neurochaetae with smooth, blunt tips.

5a. (4a) Without eyespots; palps 11.5X length of prostomium.

5b. Eyespots present; palps 4 - 6.5X length of prostomium; dorsal 
notochaetae w/ asperities on only convex side of shaft and with 
abrupt constriction before hooked end.

6a. (2b) Dorsal notochaetae as thick as or thinner than superior 
neurochaetae.  -------------------------------- 7

6b. Dorsal notochaetae 2X thicker than superior neurochaetae.

7a. (6a) Inferior neurochaetae with pilose tips (or sheaths frayed, appearing 
pilose).  -------------------------------- 8

7b. Inferior neurochaetae without pilose tips.  -------------------------------- 10

8a. (7a) Median antennae with a long style (>2X length of ceratophore).  -------------------------------- 9
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Aphrodita sp

Aphrodita armifera
Moore, 1910

(Monterey Bay, CA)

Aphrodita raripillata
Essenberg, 1917

(San Diego, CA)
*synonymized w/ A. armifera

Aphrodita longipalpa
Essenberg, 1917

(La Jolla, CA)

Aphrodita castanea
Moore, 1910

(Monterey Bay, CA)
*synonymized w/ A. negligens

Aphrodita sp A
Rossi, 1978 §

(southern CA)

Key to the Genus Aphrodita  of SCAMIT (Ed. 13) and Local Provisional Species

Definitions
Asperities - small bumps or scales found on the chaetal shafts
Pilose - hairy
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8b. Median antennae with a short style (<2X length of ceratophore).

9a. (8a) Palps 6X length of prostomium, smooth (local vouchers w/ fine cilia 
on palps); distal ends of neurochaetae falcate, sparsely pilose, or 
sheath frayed appearing pilose. **(should be a smaller individual)**

9b. Palps 5X length of prostomium, grooved longitudinally; distal ends of 
neurochaetae tapering to fine tips, densely pilose.

10a. (7b) Superior neurochaetae terminating bluntly, distally falcate or 
slightly curved.  -------------------------------- 11

10b. Superior neurochaetae terminating in a slender , acuminate tip.

11a. (10a) Median antennae with a short style (<2X length of ceratophore).  -------------------------------- 12
11b. Median antennae with a long style (>2X length of ceratophore).  -------------------------------- 13

12a. (11a) Palps 2.5X length of prostomium, without longitudinal grooves, 
sparsely covered by cilia; prostomium slightly wider than long; 2 
pairs of large eyes present, slightly fused; ventrum thickly covered 
with fine papillae.

12b. Palps 5.5X length of prostomium, with longitudinal grooves, covered 
with fine cilia; prostomium as wide as long; 2 pairs of minute eyes 
present (usually only the dorsal pair visible dorsally); ventrum 
covered with prominent capped papillae.

13a. (11b) Median antennae with a prominent ceratophore; prostomium 
subglobular (width slightly > length); ocular protuberance large, with 
2 pairs of eyes, dorsal pair very large; palps 4X length of prostomium.

13b. Median antennae with a short ceratophore; prostomium globular 
(length slightly > width); ocular protuberance only slightly raised, 
with 1-2 pairs of eyes; palps 6X length of prostomium.  **(should be a 
larger individual)**

Aphrodita negligens
Moore, 1905

(Japan)

Aphrodita japonica
Marenzeller, 1879

(Japan)

Aphrodita solitaria
Essenberg, 1917

(southern CA)
*synonymized w/ A. refulgida

Aphrodita refulgida
Moore, 1910

(Monterery Bay, CA)

Aphrodita brevitentaculata
Essenberg, 1917

(San Diego, CA)

Aphrodita cryptommata
Essenberg, 1917

(Newport, CA)
*synonymized w/ A. japonica

Aphrodita californica
Essenberg, 1917

(Coronado, CA)
*synonymized w/ A. castanea  -- A. 

negligens

Aphrodita japonica
Marenzeller, 1879

(Japan)

Other Aphrodita  reported from the region but not by SCAMIT

Aphrodita falcifera  Hartman, 1939 (Cedros Island, Mexico)
Aphrodita mexicana  Kudenov, 1975 (Western Mexico)
Aphrodita parva  Moore, 1905 (British Columbia, Canada)
Aphrodita sonorae  Kudenov, 1975 (Gulf of California, Mexico)
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